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A “Quiet Crisis”
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Heather M. (Barnes) Braspenninx, B.S., 2002, is
employed as an early childhood teacher of the
hearing impaired at Grand Rapids Oral Deaf
Program.
Daniel D. Scripsema, B.S., 1973, M.Ed., 1982, was
named the Jenison school district’s Teacher of the
Year for his passionate work as a history teacher
and swim coach.
Gerald D. Verwey, B.S., 2002, is a science teacher
at Creative Technologies Academy in Cedar
Springs.
Bonnie L. Myers, B.S., 1972, celebrated her
retirement after 30 years of teaching Kindergarten
in Sparta. 
Jami (Posthumus) Hoeksema, B.S., 1988, M.Ed.,
1997, became the first teacher at DeVos Children’s
Hospital. 
Paul R. Kunde, M.Ed., 2002, was hired as
principal of Grand Haven Central High School.
He most recently served as the assistant principal
at Hamilton High School. 
Susan L. O’Donnell, M.Ed, 1996, is the principal
of Woodland Elementary School in Portage.
Julie K. (Alderson) Malenich, B.S., 1993, is an
assistant principal at Davison High School, where
she taught math for six years prior to her new
position.  
Jerry A. Phillips, B.S., 1972, was named
superintendent of Caledonia Schools.
Troy L. Stahl, M.Ed., 2003, was appointed
principal of Holland Christian High School.
Sharon K. Alexander, B.S., 1996, is principal of
St. James Catholic School in Montague. 
James R. Crites, B.S., 1996, M.Ed., 2004, is the
assistant principal at Caledonia High School.
David M. Richards, M.Ed., 1996, is the principal
of Fraser High School. Previously he was the
Director of Educational Technology for Rochester
Community Schools.
Tammy A. Hatfield, B.S. 1997, M.Ed., 2003, is the
principal at Waukazoo Elementary School in West
Ottawa Public Schools.
Jason M. Surian, B.A., 1998, is the assistant
principal at Delton Kellogg Elementary School.
ED U C AT I O N RE F O R M
Alumnus and Holland Middle School Principal Nerieda
Garcia works with COE students at the Winter Alumni
Roundtables.
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